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The Sacrament of Baptism
What it means to the Church
What you need to know if you are considering

 the Sacrament of Baptism for yourself or your child
The Meaning of Baptism

Baptism is a symbol of the refreshing, renewing, cleansing, transforming grace of God.  It is a wonderful sign that God loves each and every one of us unconditionally, perfectly and completely.  Whether as children or adults, we come to baptism in response to the invitation of God.  There is nothing that we can do to earn this invitation.  This is evident when we baptize infants, as there is very little that they can do at all!  But God’s grace, and baptism as a symbol of grace, is offered to all persons as a free and unmerited gift, regardless of their age.  As water refreshes our body, so God’s love will refresh and renew a person’s soul throughout his/her earthly journey: no matter how many mistakes are made, how many opportunities are missed, how often the pain of life is experienced.  Baptism is not the trigger that begins God’s love for your child or for you, but rather a reminder that God has loved each of us and all of us since the moment of conception.  Indeed, God’s love for us is so great that we will never be left alone; in life, in death, or in life beyond death.  

Through baptism, one becomes part of the Church family.  When a child is baptized, it is like being adopted into an extended family.  There are brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles and grandparents to mentor the child in the Christian faith and support his/her parents in the tough work of Christian parenting.  When an adult is baptized, he/she is likewise welcomed into the Christian family, with lots of brothers and sisters with whom to share the journey of faith.  Baptism always occurs in the presence of a worshiping congregation, because there is no such thing as Christian faith apart from a caring community of committed Christians.

The Requirements of the Parents

First, parents must profess their faith in God, revealed in Christ Jesus, who creates and saves, teaches and guides.  Without such faith on your part, baptism becomes an empty exercise.

Second, mothers and fathers must accept their responsibility as Christian parents: modeling their lives within a Christian home such that the child will see and experience the love of God and be nurtured toward the point where s/he will profess faith in Jesus the Christ as Lord and Saviour.  

The decision to share faith with our children is as natural as wanting the best food, health care or education for them.  The promises of baptism are based on the assumption that we want to share with our children the best of everything that God has given us.  Faith is one of those blessings.  Like all of God’s gifts, it is given to us in the hope that we will share it with others.  

Confirmation is the point at which a child makes their own profession of faith.  The decision to be confirmed will more likely be “yes” when the parent encourages the child’s faith formation through family conversations and rituals in the home and through participation in the life and work of the Church.  Confirmation usually occurs during the teen years.

The Requirements of an Adult Candidate for Baptism

Increasingly in Canada, adults are coming to the Church with little knowledge of Christianity and no experience of living and serving in a community of faith.  They were not baptized as children because they were not born into Christian homes.  But they have felt the unconditional love with which God has embraced them since birth, and they have come to recognize Jesus as both the embodiment of that love and God’s clearest expression of that love.  These new believers are invited to come to the front of the Sanctuary on a Sunday morning and profess their faith in God as made known to us in Jesus the Christ.  

As they publicly commit their lives to following Jesus, they are asked the following questions:

Do you believe in one God, made known to us as Creator, Saviour and Spirit?

Do you accept Jesus Christ as the Lord of your life and the Saviour of the world?

Rejoicing in the freedom of the new life in Christ, will you proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, in your words and actions?

Will you join with your brothers and sisters in this congregation as we share in the ministry of Jesus Christ: celebrating God’s presence, living with respect in creation, seeking justice, and loving and serving others?

Once they have answered “Yes” to these questions, they are baptized: either by pouring water on their heads, or by being fully immersed in water.  In either case, the refreshing waters of baptism symbolize the refreshing grace which God has poured out upon them as a free gift.  This grace both forgives their sins and empowers them to be God’s faithful servants in the world.

The Obligations of the Church

If a parent is prepared to raise his/her child in the Church, or if a new Christian is prepared to commit his/her life to joining with his/her brothers and sisters in the Church to celebrate God’s presence and to serve God in the world, the Church is prepared to surround parent, child and new Christian with love and support.  Knox United Church will provide groups and classes in which adult faith can be shaped and deepened, and we will ensure that children receive the best Christian education that we can provide.

A Final Word

Baptism is the sacrament in which, by the cleansing with water in the name of God, Creator, Saviour and Spirit, we are received into the Church of Christ and are engaged to be completely and always his.  Baptism commits all of us to follow Jesus, sharing in his mission to bring love, justice and peace to the world.  We hope that you will give prayerful consideration to having your child baptized at Knox United Church, or to being baptized yourself.  If you are prepared to make the commitments which baptism entails, we at Knox will rejoice in the wonder and the miracle of welcoming new life into our midst.  The decision is yours, the joy will be ours, and the possibilities for the future will be amazing!  We look forward to journeying together with you in the footsteps of Jesus the Christ.  Please phone us at 416-293-4424, or e-mail us at knoxunited@bellnet.ca 
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